
Tom	Dooley

Traditional	Appalachian	Folk	Song
Vocal	Arrangement
by	Thomas	L.	DeBusk	
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Hang down your head, Tom Doo ley,- hang down your head and cry.
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Killed Lau rie- Fos ter,- you know you're bound to die.
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Traditional
Appalachian	Folk	Song
Vocal	Arrangement	by

Thomas	L.	DeBusk
Tom	Dooley	(258)
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Performance	Notes—Chorus: 	Sing	the	chorus	before	v.	1 ,	then	after	vv.	2,	4,	and	5.	The	first
three	times	through	the	chorus,	a	soloist	does	the	melody	while	all	others	"oo"	softly	on	all	three
lines	(H,	M,	and	L).	The	last	time	through	the	chorus	(after	v.	5),	T/B	sing	melody	m.	5,	6;	S/A
sing	melody	m.	7,	8;	all	voices	sing	melody	m.	9,	10;	lone	soloist	sings	melody	m.	11 ,	12.
Mark	your	music	below	to	reinforce	these	directions.
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Performance	Notes—5	Verses: 	All	sections	have	the	same	words.	Red	words	&	notes	on	the
"M"	line	are	melody.	Notes	on	the	"H"	line	are	mostly	(but	not	always)	a	higher	harmony;
notes	on	the	"L"	line	are	mostly	a	lower	harmony.	When	the	"H"	line	has	2	notes,	pick	one.	The
rhythm	of	the	melody	varies	between	verses.	This	printing	prioritizes	brevity	over	precision,	so
mark	your	score	to	enhance	clarity.	Sections	trade	the	(lead)	as	marked.	(Key:	U=all	in	unison;
S=soprano;	A=alto;	T=tenor;	B=bass.)	Sections	not	on	the	melody	harmonize	with	words	using
the	"H"	or	"L"	notes.	Choose	the	"H"	or	"L"	line	that	best	fits	your	voice.	Listen	and	adjust
appropriately	to	ensure	that	the	melody	is	always	prominent.	Mark	your	music.
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